SERMON OUTLINE | Luke 1:6/-79

Zechariah’'s Song: Yahweh Has Remembered

December 14, 2025

BACKGROUND (1:5-25)

Meet Zechariah and Elizabeth (5-7)

The Hour of Incense (8-10)

Encountering Gabriel (11-25)

A SEVERE MERCY

BENEDICTUS (67-79)

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel (68)

For he has visited and redeemed his people (68)

To remember his holy covenant (72)

Because of the Tender Mercy of Our God (72, 78)

That We Might Serve Him (74)
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SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

MAIN POINT

The big idea of this sermon is that the God who can be trusted to fulfill age-old promises can also be trusted with the grand hopes
and the most mundane details of our lives. The main takeaway, therefore, is to rejoice that God has remembered his people in the
advent of our King and relish all that means for us.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

O Nk~

What were your thoughts on the text/sermon? What most stood out? How was it helpful? Confusing?

How did reflecting on this passage stir your affections for celebrating Christmas?

Share the one thing you want most that God has not given?

Share one thing you wish had never happened to you?

Share a way that God withholding something you desired or giving you something hard has done good for you or others.
Share how you have been grown or changed through “severe mercy”.

Discuss the following statement: “In Christ, all severity is mercy”.

What Old Testament phrases or allusions were used in Zechariah's song? How do they help you understand the meaning of
Christmas?

AREAS OF APPLICATION

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

Read the Old Testament regularly.

Decide now on a Bible reading plan for 2026. Consider pairing or teaming up with DG mates to read and share together.
Even though you're likely not mute, spend quiet times alone with God regularly, reflecting on His Word and your life.
Work to develop a habit of responding to the unexpected with thanksgiving, curiosity, and faith instead of grumbling,
questioning, and unbelief.

Meditate on all that Christ is for us in the gospel in light of Zechariah's song.

Use the songs of Luke chapter 1 as a scaffold for prayer this week.

Pray that your family and friends would respond to the “good news” (Lk 1:19) with faith; then tell them the good news at
Christmas.

Worship God, since you have been freed in Christ to do so.

Pray about how you can serve God with your life and in the church.

PRAYER POINTS

18.
19.
20.
21.

Adoration. Acknowledge how God's covenant faithfulness is demonstrated in the incarnation of the Son.

Confession. Confess any unbelief related to difficulties you're having right now.

Thanksgiving. Thank God for the Advent of Jesus Christ in remembrance of his mercy.

Supplication. Pray for those whom you know are experiencing a season of severe mercy. Maybe a debilitating condition or
infertility. Pray that they would respond with faith in dependence on God for His grace.
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